Innovation Districts and a Sovereign Europe

The Global Institute on Innovation Districts (GIID), together with city governments, research institutions,
and investors from across Europe, is bringing leaders together to examine how innovation districts and
other innovation hubs can accelerate a more innovative and sovereign Europe.

European policy has sharpened considerably in response to a
more volatile and strategically competitive global
environment. The Competitiveness Compass, the New
Innovation Agenda, and the Draghi Report set a clear
direction: Europe must strengthen its competitiveness
through the growth of young companies, faster technology
adoption, advanced industrial decarbonisation, and the
reduction of strategic dependencies. Yet one critical lever for
delivering on that agenda remains largely unknown to
leaders in government, the private sector, and investment —
innovation districts and other sub-regional innovation hubs.

Europe's share of global
patents is comparable to that
of the US and China — yet only
about one in three patents
registered by EU universities is
ever commercially exploited.

— A Competitiveness Compass
for the EU, European
Commission, January 2025

You are cordially invited to a convening in Brussels on 30
November and 1 December, bringing together European
innovation districts, EU policymakers and officials,
innovative companies, and investors.

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER NOW

The convening will address how Europe can lead across four strategic domains:

Integrated life sciences and technology strategies, including cellular and gene therapies,
biopharmaceuticals, and advanced manufacturing

Decarbonisation and energy transition, including clean tech, sustainable manufacturing, and open-
source energy solutions

Enabling technologies — Al, quantum computing, autonomous systems, and advanced materials

Defence and dual-use innovation, reflecting the sharp increase in European security investment

A growing number of districts and hubs, government representatives, and investors from across
Europe have already confirmed their participation. To date:

GOVERNMENT & INDUSTRY
INVESTORS CONFIRMED

INNOVATION DISTRICTS
CONFIRMED

EU COUNTRIES
REPRESENTED

23 11 5
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https://airtable.com/applycjxKLS4iWQYV/paghJYvac2ejkicQu/form

Convening goals

Build a shared understanding among participants — districts, cities, and EU officials — of why
innovation districts matter to Europe’s competitiveness, resilience, and prosperity.

Connect districts across Europe, building lasting collaboration and mutual support.

Strengthen and renew relationships between districts, cities, applied research institutes, industry,
and European policymakers — all critical to advancing these sub-regional ecosystems.

Recognise innovation districts as a distinct strategy for advancing Europe’s competitiveness
agenda, and explore how districts can be reflected in EU policies and instruments.

Deliver a set of outcomes that live beyond the convening:

The Innovation District Declaration — participants sign Europe’s Innovation District
Declaration in person.

A shared action agenda to advance innovation districts across Europe, showcasing ideas
developed by European districts, with participants actively refining them and contributing
new ones.

A Brussels-based entity and active Board — agreeing on the specific pieces of work and
which organisations will take them forward, so the convening becomes a starting point
rather than a one-time gathering.

Agenda

Day 1 - Monday, November 30 Day 2 — Tuesday, December 1

Sustaining momentum and building a shared
Districts and other European leaders meet EU path forward

leaders and policymakers - Emerging ideas for a European innovation

» Welcome and introduction to innovation district agenda

districts, with spotlights on district impact . Working session: contributing to the

Keynote address - Speaker invited agenda

Spotlights: districts, research institutes,
companies, and cities advancing
competitiveness on the ground

Lunch

« Dedicated networking with fellow leaders

e Lunch

» Sustaining momentum: establishing a
Brussels-based entity and its leadership

Meet key EU representatives and their
roles in advancing Europe

Networking with EU representatives

Roundtable discussions: the role
innovation districts can play in advancing
Europe’s competitiveness

Reception, including the in-person signing
of Europe’s Innovation District Declaration
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