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Innovation Districts and a Sovereign Europe

Innovation districts – dense, walkable urban geographies 

of innovation – bring together research institutions, 

companies, start-ups, investors, government and talent. 

They are active implementers of European ambitions:

You are cordially invited to join a growing number of 

innovation districts, public authorities, research 

institutions, industry and investors from across Europe, 

convening in Brussels on 30 November and 1 December. 
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Convening overview

Europe’s share of global patents is comparable to that of the US and China, yet only about one in three patents 

registered by EU universities is ever commercially exploited. Innovation districts offer a place -based environment 

in which research, companies, capital and implementation capacity can connect more effectively. 

Source: A Competitiveness Compass for the EU, European Commission, January 2025

EU policy references reflect the status of European Commission proposals and implementation initiatives as of September 2026. References to the 2028–2034 Multiannual Financial Framework, 
the proposed European Competit iveness Fund and Horizon Europe, and other EU policy and legislative init iatives remain subject to the applicable EU legislat ive and budgetary processes.

WHY NOW | Europe is moving from strategy to 

implementation. The 2028–2034 EU budget has 

been proposed, including a new European 
Competitiveness Fund and a strengthened 

Horizon Europe, but their final design and delivery 

are still open. At the same time, a number of 

related EU policy and legislative initiatives are 

taking shape across industrial competitiveness, 
regional development, energy and housing. 

This is the moment to connect these policy 

choices with evidence from the places already 

building Europe’s innovation ecosystems.

Europe has set a clear direction on competitiveness, 

innovation and economic security. The challenge now is 

delivery. The European Commission has proposed the 

2028-2034 Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF), 

including a new European Competitiveness Fund and a 

strengthened Horizon Europe. 

they are organised to translate research into commercial activity, support company growth, accelerate technology 

adoption and advance industrial transformation. Many also have outsized research strengths in strategic sectors, 

including deep specialisations within life sciences; enabling technologies such as quantum, sensors and robotics; 

defence and dual-use technologies; and energy transition. 

On 30 November and 1 December 2026, innovation districts from across Europe will meet in Brussels with EU 

policymakers, cities, research institutions, industry, investors and delivery partners. The purpose is practical: 

demonstrate what districts already deliver, identify what limits their impact, and inform emerging EU approaches so 

that European ambition translates more effectively into results on the ground. EU policymakers are invited to join on 

30 November.

https://airtable.com/applycjxKLS4iWQYV/paghJYvac2ejkicQu/form
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Convening goals

Programme

DAY 1   Monday 30 November 

Policy meets place | Evidence, dialogue and policy 

alignment

With EU officials and policymakers

– Innovation districts in action: Defining what districts 

are, what makes them succeed or fail, examples of what 

districts deliver, and what limits their impact. 

– Europe in transition: EU policymakers and 

implementation leaders discuss the competitiveness 

agenda, the instruments now being shaped, and the role 

innovation districts play in delivery.

– Where instruments meet implementation: Research 

institutions, companies and cities identify where emerging 

or existing EU programmes support delivery, and where 

targeted adjustments could accelerate results.

– Roundtables with EU leaders: How can top-down policy 

and bottom-up delivery align more effectively? 

Participants identify initial priorities for a European action 

agenda for innovation districts.

DAY 2   Tuesday 1 December

From dialogue to action | Collaboration, priorities and 

next steps

For innovation districts and district partners

– District-to-district exchange: Structured networking 

where districts can strengthen relationships, highlight 

where they excel, and identify common challenges.

– Sharpening the action agenda: Partners translate Day 1 

insights into a focused set of priorities and consider the 

role, purpose and structure of a Brussels-based alliance 

or entity.

– Where districts and district partners join forces: 

Designated rapporteurs synthesise the discussions, test 

priorities and identify where collective action can have the 

greatest impact.

– From convening to action: Agree on outcomes, 

immediate next steps, and how participants will take the 

work forward.
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Demonstrate delivery: Show how innovation districts integrate research, industry, government, 
investment, talent and communities to move ideas to market and create wider economic opportunity.

Surface accomplishments and barriers: Identify what is working and what continues to slow 

commercialisation, company growth, technology adoption and industrial transformation.

Inform EU choices still being shaped: Hear directly from EU representatives and examine where 

emerging programmes, instruments and delivery mechanisms align with district realities, and where 
refinements could increase impact.

Connect districts across Europe: Identify practical opportunities for collaboration, knowledge 

exchange, investment, research commercialisation and company scaling across European markets.

Build a European action agenda for innovation districts: Define a focused set of priorities through 

which districts, cities, research institutions, industry and EU leaders can strengthen the role of 
innovation districts in Europe.

The Innovation District Declaration, signed in person by participants.

A shared European action agenda for innovation districts, refined and expanded by participating districts and partners.

Clear recommendations on where EU instruments and delivery approaches could better connect with place-based innovation 

ecosystems.

Early direction on a Brussels-based alliance or entity to represent innovation districts and act on opportunities for collaboration.

Outcomes beyond the convening
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